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God of all people, grant us vision to see your presence in our midst, especially in our immigrant brothers 

and sisters, give us courage to open the door to our neighbors and grace to build a society of justice.  
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  Reprinted from NBC News, by Ludwig Hurtado—5/1/2019I 

 More than a thousand people marched Wednesday onto 
Wisconsin's Capitol today chanting “licencias ahora" (licenses 
now) as part of a statewide “Day Without Latinxs & Immi-
grants” strike, urging the state Legislature to restore access 
to driver's licenses for state residents regardless of their im-
migration status. 
 Since taking office in January, Gov. Tony Evers, a Demo-
crat, has included measures in his 2019-2021 state budget 
proposal to allow residents to obtain driver's licenses regard-
less of their legal immigration status. But the governor faces 
strong opposition in the Republican-led Wisconsin Legisla-
ture. 
 More than 175 businesses announced that they would par-
ticipate in the strike. Nationwide, civil rights and immigrants 
rights advocates recognize May 1 as a Day Without Latinxs 
and Immigrants. Hispanics are encouraged to leave work or 
close their businesses to highlight the economic impact of the 
population. 
 Eduardo Perea has lived in Wisconsin for 30 years, though 
he lacks legal immigration status. A small-business owner 
working as an independent contractor, Perea said he's helped 
build more than 100 houses in the Milwaukee area.  “We are 
rallying to let legislators know that we are human beings try-
ing to do what any other citizen would do: go to school, doc-
tors' appointments, grocery shopping,” Perea said, advocat-
ing for the right to obtain a driver's license.  “We just want to 
demonstrate that we are an important part of this community. 
Our effort and hard work have a positive impact on this coun-
try and this state,” Perea said.  
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www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/honduran-city-where-caravans-form-killings-violence-still-reign-n1004901 

Latino Groups March on Capital on “Day Without Latinxs and Immigrants” 

 The Dairy Business Association has also spoken out in 
support of Evers' proposal, saying that in rural parts of 
the state, there are often very few alternatives to driving. 
"An otherwise responsible person should not have to 
break the law to drive to work or pick up their children 
from school," DBA President Tom Crave said in a state-
ment.   
 Christine Neumann-Ortiz, executive director of Voces 
de la Frontera, said in a press release that Wisconsin 
must restore immigrants’ rights to drive “so people can 
have identification when they engage with law enforce-
ment and others, drive legally, have access to good in-
surance, and not live in fear of being separated from their 
families and communities. Under the Trump adminstra-
tion, a simple driving without a license infraction has been 
one of the primary ways that ICE has targeted people.”  
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LOOKING FOR MORE INFORMATION ON IMMIGRATION ISSUES? 
The following organizations and websites provide very useful information on immigration issues: 

• Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (https://cliniclegal.org)  

• Pew Research Center—Hispanic Trends (www.pewhispanic.org) 

• Catholic Charities of Milwaukee—Legal Services for Immigrants (www.ccmke.org)   

• Voces de la Frontera—(https://vdlf.org)   

• Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (www.lirs.org/press-room) 

• Immigrants’ Rights Section of American Civil Liberties Union (www.aclu.org/issues/immigrants-rights) 

• UNHCR—The United Nations Refugee Agency (www.unhcr.org) 

• Washington Office on Latin America (www.wola.org) 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES IN KENOSHA/RACINE AREA 

• Serve as a Court Watch Volunteer at Immigration Court or as a visitor to a  local detention centers or jails currently 

housing immigrant detainees; for more info, see the Interfaith Community for Detained Immigrants website 

(www.icdichicago.org/ministries/jail-visitation) or contact Pam Shearman at (847) 867-4375. 

• Voces de la Frontera is seeking volunteers to assist with preparation of Public Education Packets, assisting with 

member outreach, and translation of written materials, among other things.  If you are interested, go to https://

vdlf.org/get-involved/volunteering-and-internships/ 

• Catholic Charities of Milwaukee is seeking volunteers to do everything from assisting with its Legal Services for Im-

migrants program, to teaching English as a second language.   For more information, go to https://www.ccmke.org/

Volunteer-Opportunities.htm. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

• On Wednesday, May 15, at 6:00 p.m., the Racine Inter-

faith Coalition is holding a special prayer vigil at the  

Kenosha Detention Center, 4777 88th Ave., Kenosha, WI, 

for the part-time Pastor of Emmaus Lutheran Church and 

members of her family, who were recently detained by 

ICE in a brutal raid. 

• CUSH will be holding its annual Neighborhood Block Par-

ty & BBQ on Sunday, June 9, 2019 from 2 to 5 p.m. at the 

Somers UCC, 9918 12th St. in Somers.  There will be 

music, entertainment, and a special message by former 

State Senator Peter Barca. Tickets are $30; contact Flor-

ence Hammelev at 262-694-4630.    

• The Interfaith Community for Detained Immigrants (ICDI) 

will be holding Immigrant Solidarity Luncheon 2019 on 

Friday, June 14 from 12 to 1:30 p.m. at Old St. Patrick’s 

Church, 700 West Adams, Chicago, IL.  Congresswoman 

Jan Schakowsky will be the keynote speaker.  For more 

info, go to https://icdi.z2systems.com/np/clients/icdi/

eventRegistration.jsp?event=34&.  

• The League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) 

will be holding its annual convention from July 17 to 21, 

2019 in Phoenix, Arizona.  For information, go to https://

lulac.org/convention19/ 

Grounded in the teachings of our faith traditions, the Immigration Task Force advocates for the rights of immigrants.  We are 

a non-partisan group dedicated to the protection and well-being of immigrants.  We hope that you find the articles and links 

referenced above to be informative.  

On March 26, 2019, over 750 WISDOM members from 

across Wisconsin gathered for its biennial Madison Action 

Day event.  After a rally on the Capitol steps, members met 

with their local State Senators and Assemblypersons to dis-

cuss the need to expand eligibility for drivers licenses to 

undocumented immigrants. 
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