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God of all people, grant us vision to see your presence in our midst, especially in our immigrant brothers 

and sisters, give us courage to open the door to our neighbors and grace to build a society of justice.  
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 With new leadership in the Wisconsin governor’s of-

fice  and increased activism at the local level, there has 

been renewed momentum toward  legislation that would 

allow drivers licenses to be issued to undocumented 

immigrants and to individuals whose licenses have been 

suspended because of their inability to pay parking tick-

ets or fines related to minor driving infractions. 

 Governor Tony Evers had indicated that he intends as 

part of his 2019 budget proposals to broaden access to 

drivers licenses in Wisconsin, joining the 12 other states 

that alllow undocumented immigrants to apply for driv-

ers licenses.  Removing such barriers would improve 

the well-being of an estimated 32,000 undocumented 

residents, many of whom act as breadwinners and care-

takers for their children; 12,000 of these individuals live 

with at least one child who is a U.S. citizen. 

 In addition to strengthening families, the removal of 

barriers to licenses for undocumented immigrants would 

be expected to improve local economies by helping the 

bottom line of employers and improving job prospects 

for workers.  It would also allow undocumented workers 

to obtain auto insurance, which would reduce uninsured 

losses and reduce insurance rates for all Wisconsin res-

idents.  According to research prepared by Kids For-

ward and the Wisconsin Budget Project, Wisconsin driv-

ers could see $16 million in insurance premium savings, 

insurance companies could see $14 million in additional 

revenue, and Wisconsin roads would become safer as 

licensed drivers become more knowledgeable about 

traffic and road laws.  
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Local, State Action on Drivers Licenses for Undocumented Immigrants 

 At the local level, the Racine City Council on Jan. 

15 approved an advisory resolution calling on the 

Wisconsin state legislature to enact legislation that 

would facilitate the issuances of licenses to undocu-

mented immigrants and to residents whose licenses 

have been suspended for minor infractions or failure 

to pay fines.  Previously, the resolution had been 

approved by Racine’s Affirmative Action and Human 

Rights Commission, after hearing testimony from  

17 individuals at a meeting attended by dozens of 

Racine residents.  A similar resolution has also been 

adopted by the Racine Unified School Board. 
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LOOKING FOR MORE INFORMATION ON IMMIGRATION ISSUES? 
The following organizations and websites provide very useful information on immigration issues: 

• Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (https://cliniclegal.org)  

• Pew Research Center—Hispanic Trends (www.pewhispanic.org) 

• Catholic Charities of Milwaukee—Legal Services for Immigrants (www.ccmke.org)   

• Voces de la Frontera—(https://vdlf.org)   

• Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (www.lirs.org/press-room) 

• Immigrants’ Rights Section of American Civil Liberties Union (www.aclu.org/issues/immigrants-rights) 

• UNHCR—The United Nations Refugee Agency (www.unhcr.org) 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES IN KENOSHA/RACINE AREA 

• Serve as a Court Watch Volunteer at Immigration Court or as a visitor to a  local detention centers or jails currently 

housing immigrant detainees; for more info, see the Interfaith Community for Detained Immigrants website 

(www.icdichicago.org/ministries/jail-visitation) or contact Pam Shearman at (847) 867-4375. 

• Voces de la Frontera is seeking volunteers to assist with preparation of Public Education Packets, assisting with 

member outreach, and translation of written materials, among other things.  If you are interested, go to https://

vdlf.org/get-involved/volunteering-and-internships/ 

• Catholic Charities of Milwaukee is seeking volunteers to do everything from assisting with its Legal Services for Im-

migrants program, to teaching English as a second language.   For more information, go to https://www.ccmke.org/

Volunteer-Opportunities.htm. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

• On Tuesday, March 26, CUSH’s parent organization, 

WISDOM, will be holding its biennial Madison Action Day.  

Thousands of activists from around the state will be meet-

ing with state legislators and officials to discuss immigra-

tion issues, including the issuance of drivers cards to un-

documented immigrants. For more info, go to 

www.cushkenosha.com/madison-action-day 

• The Peace and International Issues Committee of the In-

terfaith Conference of Greater Milwaukee is sponsoring a 

4-part forum entitled "Immigrants & Refugees Matter - 'no 

one leaves home unless...'".   The forum will take place 

from Noon to 1:30 pm. on Tuesdays in March (March 

5,12, 19, and 26) at the First Unitarian Society of Milwau-

kee, 1342 N. Astor St. in Milwaukee.  The forum is intend-

ed to address the history & importance of immigration, the 

coming wave of climate migration, current refugee reset-

tlement efforts, and navigating the justice system.  For 

more information, go to www.interfaithconference.org. 

• The CUSH Immigration Task Force meets the second 

Tuesday of every month at 5:30 p.m. at Beth Hillel Tem-

ple.  For information, contact chairperson Sandy Milligan 

at samilligan4750@gmail.com. 

Grounded in the teachings of our faith traditions, the Immigration Task Force advocates for the rights of immigrants.  We are 

a non-partisan group dedicated to the protection and well-being of immigrants.  We hope that you find the articles and links 

referenced above to be informative.  

On Dec. 17, 2018, in celebration of International Migrants 

Day, Rev. Paul D. Erickson, Bishop of the Greater Milwau-

kee Synod  of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ameri-

can, together with other Milwaukee area religious leaders, 

held a press conference at the federal building in Milwaukee 

and declared their support for asylum seekers in the U.S.  

They also  presented to Sen. Ron Johnson’s office petitions 

signed by over 1000 persons demonstrating solidarity with 

refugees and calling for an end to family separation and 

more humane treatment of those seeking asylum. 
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